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THE BUMPER BOOK 
OF WEYMOUTH
AN ENCYCLOPAEDIC TREASURY 
PROVIDING A FASCINATING GLIMPSE 
INTO WEYMOUTH’S HISTORY
Maureen Attwooll

In The Bumper Book of Weymouth renowned local author Maureen Attwooll looks at Weymouth’s
fascinating history in a whole new way. In more than 1500 entries she provides an encyclopaedic

guide to everything that makes the town unique, from bathing machines to Weymouth Shownight,
and from the Jersey Tavern to the Weymouth Harbour Tramway.

Arranged in a straightforward A–Z format, it is illustrated throughout with pictures old and new.
Here you will find the people, the buildings, the celebrations, the tragedies, the entertainments and
the occasionally bizarre events which feature in Weymouth’s centuries-old story.

This is a book to browse through and dip into, packed with the intriguing and the curious, a treas-
ury of all things relating to the remarkable town of Weymouth.

Maureen Attwooll is co-author of several books on Weymouth’s history including Weymouth: An
Illustrated History, Seaside Weymouth and Weymouth and Portland at War: Countdown to D-Day, and more
recently the popular books Weymouth – The Golden Years, Weymouth – More Golden Years, Weymouth
Century and Weymouth Revisited.

She has also written Shipwrecks in the Discover Dorset series, as well as contributing articles
on various aspects of local history to a number of magazines.
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Above: The timber bridge built in 1863 to carry the Weymouth and Portland Railway
(opened 1865) across the Backwater. It was replaced by a steel viaduct in 1909.

Left: Were they off to Lulworth Cove or booked for the circular tour? A trip on Victory Road
Motors charabanc about 1920.

Example of a double page spread.

Suffragettes at their camp at
Lodmoor in 1914.

Above: An octagonal bathing machine believed to have been used by King George
III, shown here on the sands around 1910. It is now in Weymouth Museum.

Above, right: The delightful seaside Pavilion Theatre opened in 1908. It was a
largely wooden structure, and succumbed to fire in 1954, less than four years
after reopening under its new name ‘The Ritz’, following wartime use.


